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Introduction 
 
In the school’s Ethos and Aims and the Manual for Pastoral Staff, the Head states: 
 
‘At St John’s College School we aim to foster the aptitudes and nurture the growth of each child to 
enable them to become their best selves in the fullest sense. Respect for children, faith in children 
and an ability to see the world through their eyes informs our teaching and our care. 

We believe that emotional and social well-
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Whitfield House 
Whitfield House was renovated in 2011 and is exquisite in both design 
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Routines 
Eating 
Food is very important to all of us and particularly to growing children. There is always a careful line to be 
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Medication 
If medication is prescribed for your child then this should be discussed with the School Nurse who will ensure 
that it is administered correctly.  The School Nurse and Boarding House staff will arrange repeat prescriptions 
as required. 
 
We keep the routine medication in the Boarding House that you would expect to find in any home: 
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Homework 
‘Prep’ (homework) is done in one session before school and one session after supper, each of which lasts for 
30 minutes. Older boarders may need to complete an hour of prep after supper, particularly at examination 
times or when they have preps to catch up. The children are divided into appropriate groups, each of which 
is supervised in a classroom by a member of the boarding staff who is available to help and guide them. 
Children may also have supervised access to the Library and the Computer rooms for any research or 
computer preps that are set. 
 
Staff have access to a list of the subjects that have been set for Prep, each evening, and check that it is 
completed to an appropriate standard at the end of each session. Each child’s prep is carefully monitored and 
staff provide support for those who need particular assistance. If boarders feel that they are falling behind, 
then they can speak with the Head of Boarding and be sure that he will be able to help in a supportive and 
appropriate manner. The liaison between Boarding and Teaching staff at St John’s is excellent and if a boarder 
is struggling, appropriate support or provision is immediately put in place. 
 
Sleeping 
Getting enough sleep is very important, particularly when life is as active as it is at St John’s. Bedtimes and 
lights out times have been planned to allow children as much free time as possible, balanced with appropriate 
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telephone numbers  
 
or 
 

• only if nearby, go to the Porter’s Lodge at St John’s College  
 
All children have to sign in and out with a member of staff on duty whenever they leave or arrive back at 
Whitfield House. 
 
Out of School Activities 
There are occasions when boarders may undertake an out of school activity in the evenings that is not 
organised by the school, such as a music lesson or sports coaching. Parents must seek permission from the 
Head of Boarding for this to happen and also send written confirmation of the arrangements. The boarding 
house will not be able to arrange for travel to or from such activities. 
 

Pocket Money 
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• Valuable electronic equipment such as cameras, and speaker systems etc. should not be brought 
into the House.  

• All items should be clearly named.  

• Pinboards are provided for each boarder, and posters and other material for display may only be 
displayed on these boards. The Head of Boarding reserves the right to ask for items to be removed 
if he feels that they may cause offence.  

• Stickers may not be put anywhere in the House.  
 
Sports equipment, including balls of any description, should not be brought into the House. There are plenty 
available at school and we do not have sufficient storage for them in the children’s dorms 
 
Television 
As a rule, there should be sufficient activities organised in the House for the children such that they should 
rarely feel the necessity to be watching television. However, it is understood that there will be times when 
children may need ‘down time’ and may wish to relax in front of the television. In such circumstances staff 
will monitor both programme content and viewing time. 
 

• The watching of television is generally not permitted before supper, unless the weather is so 
inclement that playing outside is not possible.    
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If Things Go Wrong… 
 
At St John’s we are very fortunate in having a large number of adults to whom children and their families may 
turn if they feel something needs to be sorted out or if they have any suggestions. In the Boarding House, 
children’s views are sought and respected with regard to any matters relating to their lives within the school, 

http://www.childline.org.uk/
mailto:advice.team@childrenscommissioner.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
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Parent voice – communication with the Boarding House 
As is the nature of boarding at St John’s, 






